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SELECTIONS 
FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANSAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES; 


OUDH, CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR 


Received up to 18th January, 1879. 


POLITICAL. os 
Tas Akhbdr-i- Am, Lahore, of the 15th J anuary says 


that it appears from a recent telegra- 

ee phic sh received from London that 
the natives of India resident in England will retition Parlia- 
ment protesting against India being saddled Waiigt : 
eost of the war. They are natives by birth, and well educa- 
ted like Englishmen. Their opinion is therefore entitled to 
greater weight than that of Englishmen who. are foreigners 
and totally unacquainted with the customs and manners :of 
‘India, Englishmen cannot be expected to sympathise with 
the distress and miseries of the natives, They are brought up 
in plenty and luxury at home, and are highly paid in India. 

ven if they were poor.at home, they get such large salaries 
in India as'their fathers could not have dreamt of. . In these 


circumstances’ iti ia not at all surprising that they 1 should consi- 
der Indi to be a very rich country. ‘tis this. belief. whieh 


eo 4 ; 
i at 
- 


* “oid eo 


Cireulation, 


Circulation, 
44 copies. 


Circwiation, 
820 copies, 


(44 i). 
_ has induced them to declare that India should pay the entire 


cost of the war. The English journalists also share this false 
belief, which underlies and vitiates all their opinions and 
_ arguments about Indian questions. The Government habit- 
‘ually acts upon their advice, and the result is that itis depre- 


cated and abused by the people for their mistakes and fol- 
lies. No English journalist can give such sound advice to 
the Government as a native on an Indian question. It is 


this point which it is our object to impress well upon the 
mind of the Government. 


The Arya Mitra of the 17th J anuary says that it was the 
ae Aue Ghee Atl evil destiny of the Amir Sher Ali Khan 
Khan of Kabul. which induced him to pick a quarrel 


with the Government of India. He should have remembered 


that the Government has reduced the most powerful States in 


India to subjection, and that therefore he was no match for it. 
He was foolish enough to mistake its forbearance for weak- 


ness. He forgot all the favors that the Government had bes- 


towed upon him, and proved as ungrateful as a serpent which © 
bites the very man who feeds it. It is rumoured that the 
Amir has fled towards Yarkand to seek an asylum with the 
Russians ; but he will not be safe even under Russian pro- 


tection, because misfortunes befal a man, destined to ruin, 
wherever he goes. 


The Oudh Akhbér of the 16th January, after adverting 


| | to the committee which has been estab- 
The anita of sub- 


‘scriptions for the relief of lished at Lu cknow through the 
. the wounded in the Kabul 


ear, auspices of the Jalsa-i-Tahzib, Luck- 


now, for the purpose of collecting 
subscriptions for the relief of the wounded soldiers and the 


widows and orphans of those killed in the war (vide the Seleo- 
tions for the week ending the 4th January, 1879, page 2), 
appeals to the charity and patriotism of the whole native 


population to contribute wens towards. the relieg fand in 
question. 


Bvt n> 


C5) 


he Oudh Akhbdr of the ‘1%th January says i ‘Now that 
the object which the present campaign 
The simtthe Amirs had’ in view, vis., the occupation of 

et er es ee 
realy ‘occupied by Bri- Kandahar, has been attained, imme- 
tish troops. = = = ~—s diate measures should’ be adopted to 
maintain peace and order in that part of Afghanistan which 
thas been occupied by our troops. The anxiety and apprehen- 
sion which a change of rule necessarily excites in the minds 
of a barbarous people should be removed by friendly assur- 
ances. Judicial courts should be established and justice 
administered in accordance with laws based on local customs — 
and manners. <A road should be constructed from Jalalabad 
to Kandahar vid Kurram, and guarded by military police, to 
secure safe passage of commissariat supplies and private trade. 
Telegraphic wire need not be laid across the country till the 
inhabitants are accustomed to our rule, because at present 
they look upon this means of communication with suspicion. 
Above all, the British officers should endeavour to win the 
good will of the Afghans by treating them in a conciliatory 
and friendly way. oa 


820 copies.” 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 18th January say 5 that it ap- Circulation, ©. 
The attitude of Yakub Pears from a telegram received from %2° copies. 


ad 


Khan bowprds theGovern- the seat of war that Major Cavagnari 
ic has sent a message to Yakub Khan, 
stating the conditions on which the Government would recog- » 
‘nise him ag the ruler of Afghanistan. In regard to the pro- 
posed conditions, the Times remarks that he will probably 
Seceptthem. But itis to be regretted that he has not yet 
“Teplied to Major Cavagnari’s message. True, he has. not 
adopted any measure of. open hostility towards the Govern- 
‘ment, but his attitude is far from satisfactory. He should 
have acknowledged his allegiance to the Government of 
| India long ago. If he foolishly does not sue for peace, he 
will ~ ‘the fate of his father, and Afghanistan will be 
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Chntiiains 4 - ‘The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 14th. January “pubs 
254 copies.  jishes a_ notice, issued, by. Maulvi 
: n 1 ee ali. Sayyid Farid-ud-din Ahmad, Subor- 

the Kabul war. dinate Judge, Aligarh, and Kunwar 

Muhammad Lutf Ali Khan of Chhatari, for the information of 

the public, stating that, as the nobility and gentry of Aligarh 

and Bulandshahr are anxious to give a practical proof of 

their loyalty to the Government in the present crisis, a gene- 

ral meeting will be held at Aligarh on the 19th January in 


order to decide what measures should be adopted for the 
purpose. a. 


NATIVE STATES, 


Circulation, The Panjabi Akhbdr of the 11th January says: The 


“The famine administra- Pioneer states that, in his last annual | 
administration report, His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Panjab has estimated the 

mortality in Kashmir from the effects of famine at 150,000 


$0 copies, 


tion in Kashmir. 


men. As the population of Kashmir is only 500,000 men, 
the estimated mortality appears to be terrible. But no sensi- 
ble man can accept this estimate as correct. It is based on 
mere conjecture. No census has been taken since the out- 
break of famine. The State officiais did their best td neutra- 
lise the effects of famine. The Government officers who were 

visitors at Kashmir, as well as those who had been sent by 
Government to assist the State officials in managing the 
famine, presented an address to Diwan Anant Ram, in which 
he was highly praised for his excellent famine administration. 
If the mortality had been so heavy as estimated by the Pan« 
jab Government, they would have never bestowed such high 
encomiums upon him. The Maharaja sanctioned a grant 
of several lakhs of rupees from the State treasury for the 

relief of famine, and all the high officers of the State contri- 
buted subscriptions for the-same purpose. Moreover, each of 
them also daily fed a number of sufferers at his own ‘house. 
Ali these considerations do not warrant the assumption that © 

150,000 men perished from starvation in Kashmir, ‘There i is: 


4o doubt that, before the attention-of the State’ was: diréctéd 
to the visitation, a large number of the famine-stricken - 
people emigrated from Kashmir, but the efforts of the State 
were afterwards successful in grappling with the famine. _ 
A correspondent of the Panjabi Akhbdr of the 11th J anuary, Circulation, 
| deprevates the policy of employing» sectie caiis 
The .policyof employing : 2 ve fi 
Yow-salaried officers on low-paid officets oti duties of trust and 
oe responsibility, which is in vogue ih 
Native States. For instance, a tahsildar on ‘Rs, 25 or Rs. 30 © 
a month is put in charge of a large pargana, and _ is entrusted 
with full magisterial powers. He extorts bribes from the peoplé— 
and appropriates public money, as might be anticipated. If 
he is atany time charged with breach of trust, and imprisoned, 
he purchases his release by paying a portion of his ill-gotten 
riches to the higher authorities. If he is dismissed, he does 
not care fur the loss of his appointment, because he has al- 
réady earned a large sum of money which will suffice for’ his 
support for the rest of his life. The native chiefs should 
abandon this penny-wise-and-pound-foolish policy, and follow 
the example of Government of India which never appoints 
any man to an office of trust and responsibility on a low 
salary. : a ere dee iss 
ss GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, » oo. 
The Mirul Absdr of the 15th January, in regard. to thé Circulation, 
Vilinen senchetin. controversy that has beén going on 84 copies. 
e between the Aligarh Insttiute Gazette 
and the Anjumani Panjab regarding the question of establish- © 
ing village panchaits (vide the Selectiens for the weeks ending 
the Vath September and the 5th October, 1878, pages 798 and 
860, respectively), concurs with the Anjumani Panjab. in 
thinking that great good’ will ‘accrue from the establishment 
alate The panchaits would relieve the ordinary courts 
be — of a large amount of petty litigation, and place cheap ’ 
~. PFO Mpt Justiee within the reach of the people. The. pan- 


shail should consist’ of respectable gentlemen, and the right of 


( 48 ) 
| electin: g members should ‘rest with the people,’ Te is foolish to 
think that a panchait consisting ¢ of a number of respectable men 
will not be able to impartially decide petty suits of Rs. 4 or 5 
in value. A small fee of annas 2 or 3 may be also exacted from 
| the litigants 1 in each case, if the Government pleases to do 80. 
The establishment of panchaits also commends itself on political 
grounds, The admission of a large and influential class of 
persons to a share in the administration can not fail to1 increase 
the popularity of British rule. The Government would be 
also relieved of a great deal of popular odium. At present 
the litigant who loses his case complains that justice has not 
been done him, and the winner complains of the great ex- 
pense and trouble to which he has been subjected. But when 
a suitor will not be satisfied with the decision of a panchait in 


any case, his complaints will be directed against the panchait 
itself and not the Government. ‘ 


Cireulation, The Mashiri Qaisar, Lucknow, of the 12th J anuary, says 


215 copies, | that the people ar 
is iitiiiate peop eevennow severely 


suffering from high prices. However, 

as the Government is in want of money, it can not help levy- 

ing the license-tax. The people bitterly complained of heavy 
assessments last year. The district officers should, therefore, 

carefully check and revise the assessments made by the tahsil- 

dars. The best thing would be, if the Governntent levied the 

license tax upon Government servants, whose pay is above 

Rs. 500, instead of levying it upon traders and shop-keepers. 


At all events the printing presses should be seme from 
the payment of the tax. 


Circulation, The. Pramod Sindhu of the } 3th J anuary: says that the 


165 copies, 
’ Rules for the admission estion of providing employment for 


ofuniversity men intothe the universit 
revenue branch of the pub- y men has long been 


lic service in the Bombay under. the consideration of, Indian 
Presidency. 

eo administrators, but that the. honor of 
taking practionl stepsin this direction was. reserved for Sir 


‘Richard Tene the Governor of. Siauaber. His Excellency has 


( 49) 


prescribed rules for the admission of university men. into the 
enue branch of the public service, and reserved the appoint- 


“yevenue bra 


* + , 


‘ments of 2nd karkun, head karkun, mamlatdar and deputy — 


° >» 


eollector for them. | + graduate of th 
university, according to these rules, at the time of entering 
the service, is too small compared with the labor and expense 
to which he has been subjected in obtaining education, but it 
should be remembered that no other Governor would have had 
the courage to do even what Sir Richard Temple has done. It 
‘@ matter of great satisfaction that Sir Richard Temple takes a 
deep interest in the welfare of the educated natives. — s 
The Shola’ Tér of the 14th January says that it is the 
ia - bounden duty of a king to protect the 
lives and property of his subjects, 
to adopt measures for increasing their comfort, and to 
encourage trade and commerce in the country. The _satis- 
factory performance of this duty on the part of a kin 2 


True, the pay fixed for a graduate of the 


The poverty of India. 


Circulation, 
276 copies. 


tends to strengthen his own rule and to promote the wel- . 


fare of the people. For the due performance of this duty, 
sincerity or honesty ‘on both sides is essential. Our coan- 
trymen are fally convinced of the effect which the honesty 
or dishonesty of a king has on the prosperity of the 
country, as will be obvious from the following traditional 
story which is repeated on every océasion whenever the ques- 
tion of the material condition of the country is discussed. 
The story is as follows:—Once upon a time the emperor 
Akbar went out a-hunting. When he was fatigued, he 
sat down under a tree and asked for water. The villagers 
cat a sugarcane from the neighbouring fields, squeezed 
it filled the juice into a cup, ‘and offered it to him. “He was 


highly pleased: with the juice, and asked them what tax they 


paid to the emperor on the sugarcane crop. They told ‘him 
what tax they paid. He thonght the tax too small, and in- 
tended to increase it. “He again called for a cup of sugar- 
sue juice. The villagers again cut ‘and ‘squected a waza 
‘eane, ‘but found that. it'did not: yield ws mueh’ jaiée aa th 


¢( 50 ) 
they squeezed before; When they again offered the cup of. 
juice to the emperor, they told him that the mind of their 
king was probably — — the j apy in their sugar- 
canes decreased. 


. are thankfal to God for eding the British to ne 
over us, under whom we enjoy perfect peace and tranquillity. 
Although the increased facilities of communication under the 
present régime have tended to encourage trade and commerce 
and to develope the resources of the country, the people do 
not appear to be as happy as thev were formerly. . Formerly 
rains were plentiful and timely. Prices were very — low. 
Food-grains sold at 14 or 2 maunds per rupee, oil (ght) at 3 
or 4 seers a rupee, and so forth. There was plenty of fodder 
for cattle. Epidemic diseases were scarce. There was plenty 
of employment for every class of the community. But now 
the rains are insufficient and untimely. Famines have become 
so frequent that the Government has felt obliged to create a 

special famine insurance fund. High prices always prevail in 
the country. The condition of the higher classes is not much 
better than that of the lower classes. Both the landholders 
and cultivators are hopelessly involved in debt, and land is. gra- 
dually passing aut of their hands. Fatal diseases ravage the 
country throughout the year. Only cloth is cheaper now than 
formerly, The Government has constructed rail roads to 
facilitate commerce. It has constructed canals for irrigation 
purposes, so that an insufficient fall of rain at.any time may 
not cause an entire failure of erops. Toneutralise the effects 
of epidemic diseases hospitals and dispensaries have been 
established throughout the coun try, and municipal committees 
have been entrusted with the: duty of looking after the sani- 
tary arrangements of cities and towns. But, in spite of all - 
these efforts of the Government, high prices always rule the 
market, much sickness ‘is prevalent, and the people are in 
distress, . We are really unable to account for this anomaly. 


_ We hope that our ‘contemporaries will also direct thet atioo tion 


ee Py » 4 
3 rir: ¢ : . 
‘{ / . : bi 


to this important subject. . ‘Some men say that: this: lamer 

state of things is attributable to. the dishonesty and f oly of: 
our own countrymen. They: are dishonest because: English- : 
ren do not trust them, and consider them to:be liarsand.a:» 
deceitful people. They are foolish because they do not 
truthfully lay their’ grievances before the Government so that 
they might be remedied, When the people are in so great dis- . 
tress, and the Government is heartily disposed to ameliorate 
their condition, why does not heaven induce the former to tell — 
the latter what their grievances are, and guide the latter to 
the right remedy | 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 14th January says that it is ar Circulat‘on, 
admitted*fact that the Indian peasant Psd tesco 

The encouragement of | , 
agricultural education in is not well acquainted with the princi- 
mor ples of. agriculture. The result of 
his ignorance, as one might. naturally anticipate, is that the | 
outturn of produce is considerably less than what it other- 
wise would be. An agricultural college has long been in 
existence in Madras, and is thriving well under the fostering y 
care of the Government officials. Sir Richard Temple has also 
been pleased to establish an agricultural class at the Pouna 
Engineering College, and one at each of the six high schools 
in the Bombay Presidency, for which the inhabitants of that 
Presidency ought to be very thankful to him. If they cor- 
dially co-operate with the Government in the matter of en-— 
couraging the agricultural education, the fertility of the soil | 
will be highly enhanced. Sic Richard Temple has served in 
several provinces in India, and has always taken a deep ‘ 
interest in the encouragement and improvement of the In-— 
dian arts. We hope. that the agricultural institution which — 
he has now established will prove a lasting monument to his” 
memory in the Bombay Presidency. An institution of this : 
kind should be established in every province in India. lf 
the Government is unwilling to bear the whole expense ; 


Recessary for its ‘support, the well-to-do classes. should con- 
tribute a share. : ws 


Circulation, 
84 copies. 


-Cireulation, 
44 copies, 


(  ) 


Whe Kémul-Absdr of the 15th January briefly’ notices 
ee: the resolution, recorded by His Excel. 
lency the Governor of Bombay On 

the 29th October last, regarding the encouragement of the 

education of agriculture in that Presideicy, and remarks: It 
is beyond our comprehension why a similar scheme for the 
encouragement of agricultural education should not also 
be introduced in the North-Western Provinces. All the 
necessary apparatus which exist at Poona are also at hand 
in these provinces. There isa central college with a strong 
professorial staff. There is also a separate agricultural de- 
partment which has yet had little or no effect upon the people. 


The same subject. 


i: The Arya Mitra, Benares, of the 10th January, in its local 
a news column, says: Anew branch Post- 

The establishment . le aes | ; 
ofa branch Fost-office office has been established near Rebri- 
—— - talab and Bhelupur in Benares. To our 
thinking it would prove much more useful if it were estab- 
lished neat the Bengali-tola, preparatory school on the new 


' yoad. 


: LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 
The Berar Mitr, Ellichpur, of the 14th J anuary, in its 


ae local news column, says that the 

ot alarge mamboror cite, Patels of villages sometimes causeless- 
4 Tillichp = paueKand- ly impound cattle which is a Eource of 
_ great inconvenience to the poor own- 

ers of cattle. The day before yesterday, says the Mitra, the 
patel of mauza Kandli seized 200 cattle on-the ground that 
they damaged his crops, released some of them on. extorting 
a small sum of money from the owners, and confined the 
others into the cattle pound, To eur knowledge he has 
no fields, and has seized the cattle only in order to illegally 


(: 58°) 


extort money from the: owners: If the above complaint is 
trae, we hope that the deputy commissioner will take the 
case into his favourable consideration, hig ada L 


The F ramad Sindhu, Amraoti, of the 13th Je anuary, “pub- X 
lishes an account of the darbar held 


The darbar held by. the 
Commissioner of Berar, 


by the Commissioner of the Hyder- 


at Amraoti on the |,th -abad Assig one d Districts, at Amraoti, ) 
on the 11th idem, to distribute prizes 
to the students of the Amraoti High School, and to bestow 


january, 1879. | 


rewards and certificates upon patels, patwaris, and the sub- 
ordinate police officers who rendered — public services 
during the last year. oe : 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 15th J anuary says that the pre- 
The death ofGore Ouse. mature death of Gore Ouseley, Hsq., 
ley, Esq. C. 8., Financial O.S8., Financial Commissioner of * the 


Commissioner, Panjab. 
— Panjab, is a source of grief both to the 


inhabitants of the Panjab and Oudh. He was formerly a 


Commissioner i in Oudh. He was just and kind to the people, 


and his conduct towards the natives was marked with cour- 


weny and politeness, 


The Patiala Akhbdr of the 13th Juneary also notices with 
regret the death of Mr. Gore Ouseley, 


and praises him for his excellent ad- 
ministration of justice, politeness and generosity. 


The same subject, 


+ | 
A local correspondent of the Arya Mitra of the 17th 
- Local complaints, Bena- January complains of the oppression 


res. _.practised by. police constables in Be- 


nares over the petty shop-keepers. A few days ago the 


writer personally. saw two constables extorting guavas from *. 


* poor woman who sold guavas near the police station on the 
new road. The contractors of the vegetable-market, which 


is sit 
ts . ™ . Narnia os dh, ~~ = the vegetable- 


Circulation, 


Circulation, 
820 copies. 


Circulation, 
240. copies. 


Circulation, 
44 copies. 


128 copes. 


( St ) 
“The Nusrai-ul Akhbdr, Delhi, of the 11th January, pub- 


- \ letter of thanke’ad- lishes the ‘letter which the proprietor 


dressed by the Turkish 
Gavethinent to the pro- has received from the Turkish Govern.- 


tor of. the, Nusrat- 
as , Fas re usrat- ment through the Turkish Consul Gene- 
-. tal at Bombay, and in which tle Grand 


Vizier biidbis thanks to the proprietor for his collecting sub- 
scriptions for.the relief of the Turkish soldiers during the late 


Russo-Turkish war, and advises despatch of a number of 
religious books as a gift from the Sultan. 
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